
Our Vision Statement: 

Enlarging the circle of disciples through Jesus 
 

Thanks for joining us today! If you have any questions while you are here this morning,  
you can find an answer at the Welcome table, which is inside the doors off Jefferson Street. 
Whatever your circumstances, and no matter where you’ve been, you matter to God, and 
you matter to us. We are glad you are here! If you are a first time guest with us this morning, 
Welcome!   Please stop by the welcome table and pick up a welcome packet.  



9:30 am ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, August 13, 2023 
 

“Then I remembered the word of the Lord, as He used to say, ‘John baptized 
 with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’” Acts 11:16  

 
*indicates please stand if you are able 
Please fill out the attendance pad and pass it to your neighbor 
 

Prelude:  Spirit of God arr. Lani Smith                   Scott Turner 
 
Welcome:                             Matt Krites 
 
*Call to Worship:                             Matt Krites 
 

Leader: Lord, we come before you in joy, clothed in the majesty of your glory. 
People: We come to sing your praises. 
Leader: Like the myriad faithful of old,  
People: We proclaim the Lamb to be worthy of blessing, 
Leader: Not blessing only but honor and glory. 
People: We fall down before you in worship. Amen! 

 
*Hymn:  How Great Thou Art                                 #77 vs. 1,3,4
            
*Opening Prayer:                    Matt Krites 
  God of power and might, let your love shine on us and through us to others. 
Take the blindness from our eyes and our hearts. Give us the joy of knowing and 
serving you in all that we say, think and do. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  
 
Song:  Simplicity            Jeremy Laukhuf 
 
Chat with the Children:                                          Cristi Laukhuf 
  Children dismissed to AWE (Preschool—5th Grade) 
 
Life in the Church I:                                     Matt Krites 
 
Song:  Psalm 25:6-7          Jeremy Laukhuf 
 
*Scripture:                      Acts: 9:1-19      Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
Series:    A Messenger with the Message 
Message:                                        “One Blinding Moment”    Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
*Song:  Here I Am To Worship       Jeremy Laukhuf 
 
 

Life in the Church II:                   Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
Prayers of the People:                          Pastor Christian Taylor 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 
*Spoken Benediction:                  Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
Postlude: On “Italian Hymn” by Edward Broughton                            Scott Turner 

 
You are invited to be seated and enjoy the Postlude or leave quietly in peace. 

Leaders in Today’s Worship 
Pastor: ChrisƟan Taylor Organist: ScoƩ Turner  
Praise & Worship Leader: Jeremy Laukhuf  ProjecƟonist: Jill Smelser 
Announcer: MaƩ Krites Sound Technician: Ron Allison  
Screen Creators: Cheri Oechsle, Melody Taylor Videographer: Dave Thompson 

Usher/Greeter Coordinator: Dave Lichtle, Neil Shaffer  

K®�’Ý M®Ä®ÝãÙù SçÃÃ�Ù AWE   
Children preschool through 5th grade have an opportunity to build their relaƟonship with Jesus 
through upliŌing songs and impacƞul Bible lessons by aƩending our Alternate Worship 
Experience.  Children will be released to AWE aŌer praise and worship Ɵme. AWE will not meet 
Communion Sundays which is the first Sunday of the month. Please sign in before service with 
KidCheck located by the nursery or the Scheidt room.  
Tithe/Offering may be made by dropping it in one of the wooden boxes around the sanctuary, using our  
online giving opƟon found on our website at vanwerƞirst.net, texƟng 419.963.3557 or mailing it to First UMC,   
113 W. Central Avenue, Van Wert, OH 45891. Thank you for your support to First UMC and her ministries. 

 

Thank you to each 
one of you who 

helped me celebrate 
my birthday.  

I am so wonderfully 
blessed to be a 

member of this body 
of believers in  
Jesus Christ. 

Eleanor Souders 


